We report a case of severe erosion and cellulitis at the base of the penis as a result of vacuum suction device constriction bands left on for 4 hours in a spinal cord injured patient with paraplegia and hypesthesia of the genital area. All patients using vacuum suction devices need to be properly educated regarding usage and risks with adequate follow up: patients with hypesthesias and spinal cord injuries need information specifically related to their decreased or absent level of sensation. Only two out of seven vacuum suction device brochures reviewed warn of the risk to patients with decreased sensation in the penis, but none specifically address usage or risks to men with spinal cord injuries.
Introduction
The use of vacuum suction devices (VSDs) hours. He was unable to feel his penis but noted a 'tight' sensation in his testicles. The patient noted a severe erosion around the base of the penis but did not seek immediate med ical care.
Three weeks later the patient presented to our office for POE! pharmacotherapy. On ini tial examination there was a severe erosion at the base of the penis on the ventral surface, but the site appeared to be healing well on its own.
The patient was advised to return to clinic in 2 weeks for test-dosing with POE!.
Three days later he was seen at his home town hospital with complaints of fever, chills, mild headache and generalized myalgias. This was thought to be of viral etiology and the patient returned home. The next morning the patient noticed erythema and swelling of his penis and returned to the hospital emergency room. He was admitted for intravenous anti biotics and observation. Complete blood count, urinary analysis, blood cultures and creatinine were normal but his temperature was 102 OF and sedimentation rate was elevated at 40 (nl < 20 mm/hr). The patient was transferred to the University of Minnesota Hospital with severe cellulitis of the penis that extended to the scrotum. After 5 days of antibiotic therapy and observation he was discharged on oral antibiotics and Neosporin cream to the base of the penis (Fig 1) .
On 9/10/92 the patient was seen in follow up and was doing well with slight swelling of the penis and scrotum. The patient was scheduled to return to clinic when the swelling was com pletely resolved to initiate therapy with POE!.
Discussion
No serious side effects from use of a VSD had been reported until 1990 when a case of linear skin necrosis was reported in a 28 year old male paraplegic suffering from analgesia It is interesting to note that of the vacuum suction devices outlined in Table I , the E/P System (NuMedTec Inc, Illinois) and Cata There is no doubt the VSD is used safely 
